Mycoplasma pneumoniae infections in Australian children.
To describe the epidemiology, clinical features and outcome of Mycoplasma pneumoniae infection in children presenting to a tertiary children's hospital. Sixty-three month retrospective review of serologically diagnosed M. pneumoniae infections. There were 76 children, 42 boys and 34 girls, mean age 6.3 +/- 3.5 years. The age group most commonly affected was 5-9 years, followed by children 1-5 years. More than half of the patients had failed to respond to antibiotics before referral. The commonest presentation was with cough and fever. Coryza, diarrhoea, vomiting, tachypnoea and recession were significantly more common in children less than 5 years than in children 5-15 years. Hospitalized patients were more likely than non-hospitalized patients to have respiratory distress with recession and wheeze. Radiographic findings were non-specific. Thrombocytosis was found in 29 (41.4%) of 70 children studied. The clinical features of M. pneumoniae infection were different in children less than 5 years than in children aged 5-9 years. The presence of thrombocytosis in 40% of the cases has not previously been reported in children.